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Abstract
This study aims at exploring gender ideology in senior high school music textbooks.
Three aspects of gender ideology, which are “sex proportion”, “gender stereotype” and “gender
relations”, are thoroughly discussed through analyzing textbooks published by three publishers:
Hua-Sing, Yu-Da and Tai-Yu. The findings are as follows:

1. Sex proportion in senior high school music textbooks is highly unbalanced. Professional
female musicians and their achievements are neglected and underrated.

2. Male composers are the focus of music textbook writing. Women are almost absent in
the realm of composition, conducting and electronic instrument playing, and they always
appear as professional singers in textbooks.

3. In terms of gender relations, males are always the focus while females are constantly
represented as feminine and subordinate to the former. Such finding can also be found in
some of the song lyrics for singing lessons.

4. Overall, the senior high school music textbooks fail to meet the ideal of gender equality
in education.

Finally, according to the findings of this research, some suggestions are made for senior

high school music textbook publishers and music educators for further practices and research.
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