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Abstract

“Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew” was written by Tang dynasty calligraphy master Yan
Zhenging in order to sacrifice his nephew. It is now part of the collection in the National Palace
Museum. In A.D. 755, An Lushan organized a mutiny from Fanyang. Almost the entire Hebei
area fell. Yan Zhenqing and his cousin Yan Gaoqing courageously battled against the enemy.
They were loyal courtiers to the country. However, Yan Gaoqing was finally defeated by the
army led by Shi Siming. Yan Gaoqing and his youngest son Yan Jiming became martyrs. In
A.D. 758, Yan Gaogqing's son Yan Quanming went to Changshan and found Yan Jiming’s skull.
Yan Zhenqing was so sad and used natural brushwork to produce this written draft of a requiem.
Every word in “Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew” contains tragic stories and every word is like
blood and tears. Readers genuinely feel his sadness. This paper explains the “Draft of a Requiem
to My Nephew” by reviewing historical documents and speculates on the meanings of the deleted

words. We hope that this method can help to better understand the original appearance of the
draft.

Key words: Yan Zhenqing, “Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew”, Yan Gaoqing, Yan Jiming, An
Lushan Rebellion, Calligraphy.
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