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On the Lyrical Landscapes of “Unofficial History of Scholars”:
Taking Nanjing, Suzhou and Hangzhou as Examples
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Abstract

Historically, there has been less analysis of the relationship between the lyricism and the
landscape of Unofficial History of Scholars, which describes Nanjing as the main site of literary
leisure. The description is mainly concerned with “beauty”, so it is described as “smoke”. The
lyrical conception is divided into the following three sub-sections: “The Elegant Gentry of
Yuhuatai” discusses the lyricism of Du Shenqing, Ge Kuan and Jing Yuan; “The Hermits of
Xuanwu Lake” discusses Zhuang Shaoguang’s “lyrical vision” in the Garden of Xuanwu Lake.
The establishment and collapse of the “Qinghuai Riverside” was written in Nanjing. This work is
dominated by the literati’s perspective in its discussion of the traveling literati and regular people
. The “Perfume of Women in Suhang” discusses “city leisure”. The focus is mostly on “tourists”
and “food”, which is closer to the taste of regular people. It is divided into two sections: the first
is “The representative literati tourists at West Lake”. Ma Chunshan represents the culture of
tourist among the literati and normal civilians; and “Taoists and tourists” discusses Wang Yuhui’s
sentiment about travel, fusing the lyricism of people, the landscape and sentiment of scenery, and
thus weakening the image of the Taoist. In short, “literary leisure” and “city leisure” each present
different forms of lyricism, and highlight the textual features produced under the tourism culture

of the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Key words: Lyrical landscape, Tourism Culture, Unofficial History of Scholars.
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